
If you have a disability that will require special arrangements to be made for you to fully participate in the 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 274-6570 at least 48 hours before the meeting. 
 
This meeting can be viewed via livestream on: https://youtu.be/JHui7-66aDA  

 
CITY ADMINISTRATION 
       COMMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Item Voting 
Item? 

Presenter(s) Time 
Allotted 

   Chair, Deb Mohlenhoff  
1.  Call to Order 

1.1 Agenda Review 
1.2 Review and Approval of Minutes  

Approval of March 18, 2020 Minutes 
1.3 Statements from the Public 

*Submitted comments will be summarized and read 
into the record. 

1.4 Council’s Response 
 

No 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

*Note: Submit public comment here: 
http://www.cityofithaca.org/FormCenter/
City-Administration-Committee-
17/Public-Comment-Form-96 
 
 

15 Mins* 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Consent 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

3.  Finance, Budget and Appropriations 
 3.1 Annual Approval of Access Oversight Budget 
 3.2 Home Rule Request for Hotel & Motel Taxes 
 3.3 Reduction of Outside Funding 
 3.4 Increase to Capital Project for Financial Software 

Improvements 
 3.5 Approval of Bond Resolutions  
  

 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Rob Gearhart, AOC Liaison 
Ari Lavine, City Attorney 
Steve Thayer, Controller 
Steve Thayer, Controller 
 
Steve Thayer, Controller 
 

 
10 Min 
20 Min 
15 Min 
5 Min 
 

5 Min 

4.  City Administration, Human Resources and Policy 
 No submitted items 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

5. Discussion 
 5.1 Budget Update 
  

  
No 

 
Steve Thayer, Controller 
 

 
10 min 

6.  Meeting Wrap-Up 
6.1  Announcements 
6.2  Next Meeting Date: June 17, 2020 
6.3  Review Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
6.4  Adjourn 

 

No All 5 Min 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Date:  May 20, 2020 
Time:  6:00 PM 
Location:  
https://youtu.be/JHui7-66aDA 

https://youtu.be/JHui7-66aDA
http://www.cityofithaca.org/FormCenter/City-Administration-Committee-17/Public-Comment-Form-96
http://www.cityofithaca.org/FormCenter/City-Administration-Committee-17/Public-Comment-Form-96
http://www.cityofithaca.org/FormCenter/City-Administration-Committee-17/Public-Comment-Form-96
https://youtu.be/JHui7-66aDA


 

3.  Finance, Budget and Appropriations 

.1  Approval of AOC Recommended Budget for 2021 

 
WHEREAS, Section 15.12 of the Franchise Agreement of January 2003 between the City of 
Ithaca and the franchisee Time Warner Entertainment-Advance/Newhouse Partnership (TWC), 
subsequently assigned to Charter Communications, Inc. (d/b/a Spectrum Networks) after 
Charter's 2016 acquisition of TWC, requires the participating municipalities (City of Ithaca, Town 
of Ithaca, Village of Cayuga Heights) to provide the franchisee with an annual written budget for 
Public, Educational and Governmental access operations (PEG) by June 30 of each calendar 
year, and 

WHEREAS, the Franchise Agreement authorizes Charter Communications to collect $0.15 per 
subscriber per month to be used for the purchase of equipment for the PEG Access Studio, and  

WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca's Ordinance #2003-17, Par 18-4-G, requires the Access 
Oversight Committee (AOC) to provide the Participating Municipalities with a recommended 
annual budget by May 31 of each calendar year, and 

WHEREAS, the AOC has reviewed PEG’s current equipment and anticipates that new 
or replacement equipment will be needed,  

WHEREAS, at their regular meeting on May 5, 2020, the AOC recommended earmarking up 
to $20,000 as contingency to purchase equipment as needed for the functioning of PEG 
operations, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Ithaca accepts the AOC recommended 
budget for Spectrum Network’s 2021 annual budget for Public, Educational and Governmental 
access.  

  



 

3.  Finance, Budget and Appropriations 

.2 Home Rule Request to New York State for the Enactment of an Act to Amend the State 

Tax Law, in Relation to Authorizing the City of Ithaca to Establish Hotel and Motel 

Taxes 

 

WHEREAS, on February 5, 2020, Common Council adopted a resolution stating the City’s 
“commitment to pursue a City of Ithaca hotel occupancy tax and commitment to provide a 
shared financial guarantee with Tompkins County”, and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020 Common Council adopted a resolution which had as its subject 
a “Commitment to terms between the City of Ithaca and Tompkins County and the City of Ithaca 
and the DIA in support of the City’s financial guarantee for the Community Conference Center 
project”, and which included a commitment to “Establish a hotel room occupancy tax to support 
the Conference Center or, if such a hotel room occupancy tax is unsuccessful in being 
authorized, establish a City tourism improvement district (TID) to generate the required 
revenues from the lodging industry for the Conference Center”, and 

WHEREAS, new state enabling legislation specific to the City of Ithaca is required for the City to 
have the power to enact a local law establishing a City of Ithaca hotel occupancy tax, and  

WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton and Senator Tom O’Mara have introduced 
identical bills in the NY Assembly and NY Senate – Assembly Bill Number A.10414 and Senate 
Bill Number S.08331 – which have as their title “An act to amend the tax law, in relation to 
authorizing the City of Ithaca to establish hotel and motel taxes”, and have as their Purpose, “To 
authorize the City of Ithaca to enact, at local option, a room occupancy tax on hotel, motel and 
‘b & b’ room rentals, with revenues to be used for the construction, promotion, maintenance, 
capital improvements, operation and other expenses of a conference center in the City of 
Ithaca”, and  

WHEREAS, a formal home rule request from the City of Ithaca citing the specific bill numbers is 
required to be delivered to both the Assembly and Senate before the bill can be advanced in the 
Legislature, and  

WHEREAS, this formal home rule request may be made by the Mayor as long as it is concurred 
by a majority of the total membership of the Common Council, and   

WHEREAS, if passed by the Legislature and signed into law, Common Council will be 
authorized to enact a local law establishing the new City room tax in support of the Conference 
Center project under terms provided by this state enabling legislation; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that the City of Ithaca Common Council does hereby request that the NY State 
Senate adopt Bill Number S.08331 and that the NY Assembly adopt Bill Number A.10414. 

  



 

 

 
 
 
To: City of Ithaca Common Council, City Administration Committee 
From: Tom Knipe, Deputy Director for Economic Development 
Date:  May 14, 2020 
Re: Request to New York State Legislature to Enact Legislation Authorizing the City of 
Ithaca to Establish Hotel and Motel Taxes in Support of the Downtown Community 
Conference Center 

Council has previously adopted two resolutions – on February 5th, 2020 and on March 11th, 2020 – 
committing to pursuing a City of Ithaca hotel occupancy tax in support of the Conference Center project. 
Over the past couple of months, City staff have been working with Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton and 
Senator Tom O’Mara to introduce the necessary state enabling legislation. Senate Bill Number S.08331 
and Assembly Bill Number A.10414 are now in the process of being introduced. The purpose of these 
identical bills is: “To authorize the City of Ithaca to enact, at local option, a room occupancy tax on hotel, 
motel and “b & b” room rentals, with revenues to be used for the construction, promotion, maintenance, 
capital improvements, operation and other expenses of a conference center in the City of Ithaca.” 
 
The rules of the NY State Legislature require a formal Home Rule request to be submitted by the City 
prior to the legislation being moved and voted upon. Under the procedures of the Legislature, the 
signature of the Mayor, plus a resolution adopted by a majority of Common Council citing the specific 
bills that are subject to the request are required as part of this process. The purpose of the attached 
resolution is to formally request the State Legislature to pass a law authorizing the City to create the new 
hotel room occupancy tax. 
 
Conference Center Project Status 
Since the March 11th Council vote committing to the lease guarantee with the Vecino Group and financial 
terms with the County, DIA and Downtown hotels, Vecino has moved forward substantially with design, 
engineering, and architectural work for the Green Street Garage Redevelopment project. The project 
schedule is being driven largely by the need to have an approved building permit by November 2020 in 
order to close by the end of the year on financing with the NYS Housing Finance Agency (HFA) for the 
affordable housing component of the project. The project is currently on pace to have completed site plan 
review by early fall and to have their building permit by November. The IURA has also substantially 
progressed on finalizing the MOU between Vecino and the City on the overall project. 
 
Other progress has included the hiring of a Conference Center project manager, work on creation of the 
Conference Center organizational entity, and exploration of opportunities to secure additional funding for 
the Conference through COVID-19 recovery funding that is being rolled out by both NY State and the 
federal government. 
 
I am available to answer questions about this resolution at tknipe@cityofithaca.org.  
 
Attached:  

• Draft Common Council Resolution 
• “Memorandum in Support of Legislation” accompanying the Assembly bill 
• Draft State Legislation (the bills can also be accessed online: 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=A10415  

CITY OF ITHACA 
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor   Ithaca, NY    14850-5690 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
JoAnn Cornish, Director 
Planning & Development – 607-274-6550                         Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6565 
E-Mail:  dgrunder@cityofithaca.org 
  

 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=S08331
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=A10415
mailto:tknipe@cityofithaca.org
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=A10415


NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY 
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION 

submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule III, Sec 1(f) 
 
BILL NUMBER: A10415 
 
SPONSOR: Lifton 
 
TITLE OF BILL: An act to amend the tax law, in relation to authorizing the city of Ithaca to establish hotel and 
motel taxes 
 
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: To authorize the City of Ithaca to enact, at local option, a room occupancy 
tax on hotel, motel and “b & b” room rentals, with revenues to be used for the construction, promotion, 
maintenance, capital improvements, operation and other expenses of a conference center in the City of Ithaca. 
 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: Section 1.  Adds a new section 1202‐gg to the Tax Law as follows: (1) authorizes the 
City of Ithaca to adopt local laws imposing a tax of up to 5% on hotel or motel room rentals, including “bed and 
breakfast” and other tourist facilities; (2) City’s chief fiscal officer may collect and administration said tax; (3) 
local law may provide that the tax is to be paid to and collected by the owner of the hotel, motel, bed‐and‐
breakfast or tourist facility; (4) local law may provide for the filing of returns and payment of tax on a periodic 
basis; (5) exempts government entities, religious, charitable and educational organizations and organizations for 
the prevention of cruelty to children or animals; (6) provides for review of the determination of the amount of 
tax payable, in accordance with Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and Rules;  (7) provides for review in 
situations where taxes may have been improperly collected and a refund has been applied for and denied, in 
accordance with Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and Rules; (8) limits any additional assessment of tax to 3 
years from the date of filing of a return; (9) provides that all revenues from such tax be paid into the treasury of 
the City of Ithaca ‐‐  which may keep up to 4% of the total revenue for expenses of administering the tax ‐‐ with 
the balance to be allocated to the construction, promotion, maintenance, capital improvements and operations 
of a City of Ithaca conference center, as well as other related activities and costs; (10) separability clause; (11) 
limits each enactment of a local law pursuant to this act to a period of no more than 3 years from its effective 
date; Section 2. Effective immediately. 
 
JUSTIFICATION: This bill would grant the City of Ithaca the authority to enact an occupancy or “room” tax on 
hotel and motel room rentals. The revenues collected are to be deposited into a fund for the purposes of 
funding construction, promotion, maintenance, operation, and other expenditures of a conference center in the 
City of Ithaca. This conference center project was recently the recipient of $5 million in Empire State 
Development grant funds; revenues generated with this occupancy tax will supplement grant and local funds 
being used to pay costs associated with this conference center. 
 
PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: New bill.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:  None to the state. Positive local fiscal impact 
from room tax collections. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  Immediately.  



IN SENATE____________________________________________________
Senate introducer's signature

IN ASSEMBLY__________________________________________________
Assembly introducer's signature

The senators whose names are circled below wish to join me in the sponsorship
of this proposal:

s15 Addabbo s02 Flanagan s09 Kaminsky s25 Montgomery s23 Savino

s52 Akshar s55 Funke s07 Kaplan s20 Myrie s32 Sepulveda

s46 Amedore s59 Gallivan s26 Kavanagh s58 O'Mara s41 Serino

s36 Bailey s05 Gaughran s63 Kennedy s62 Ortt s29 Serrano

s30 Benjamin s12 Gianaris s28 Krueger s21 Parker s51 Seward

s34 Biaggi s22 Gounardes s24 Lanza s19 Persaud s39 Skoufis

s57 Borrello s47 Griffo s01 LaValle s13 Ramos s16 Stavisky

s04 Boyle s40 Harckham s45 Little s61 Ranzenhofer s35 Stewart-

s44 Breslin s54 Helming s11 Liu s48 Ritchie Cousins

s08 Brooks s27 Hoylman s03 Martinez s33 Rivera s49 Tedisco

s38 Carlucci s31 Jackson s53 May s56 Robach s06 Thomas

s14 Comrie s60 Jacobs s37 Mayer s18 Salazar s50

s17 Felder s43 Jordan s42 Metzger s10 Sanders

The Members of the Assembly whose names are circled below wish to join me in the
multi-sponsorship of this proposal:

a049 Abbate a053 Davila a128 Hunter a037 Nolan a099 Schmitt

a092 Abinanti a072 De La Rosa a029 Hyndman a144 Norris a076 Seawright

a084 Arroyo a034 DenDekker a104 Jacobson a069 O'Donnell a052 Simon

a107 Ashby a003 DeStefano a097 Jaffee a051 Ortiz a036 Simotas

a035 Aubry a070 Dickens a011 Jean-Pierre a091 Otis a005 Smith

a120 Barclay a054 Dilan a135 Johns a132 Palmesano a118 Smullen

a030 Barnwell a081 Dinowitz a115 Jones a002 Palumbo a022 Solages

a106 Barrett a147 DiPietro a077 Joyner a088 Paulin a114 Stec

a060 Barron a016 D'Urso a040 Kim a141 Peoples- a110 Steck

a082 Benedetto a048 Eichenstein a131 Kolb Stokes a010 Stern

a042 Bichotte a004 Englebright a105 Lalor a058 Perry a127 Stirpe

a079 Blake a074 Epstein a013 Lavine a023 Pheffer a102 Tague

a117 Blankenbush a109 Fahy a134 Lawrence Amato a071 Taylor

a098 Brabenec a061 Fall a050 Lentol a086 Pichardo a001 Thiele

a026 Braunstein a080 Fernandez a125 Lifton a089 Pretlow a033 Vanel

a138 Bronson a126 Finch a009 LiPetri a073 Quart a116 Walczyk

a093 Buchwald a008 Fitzpatrick a123 Lupardo a019 Ra a055 Walker

a142 Burke a124 Friend a129 Magnarelli a006 Ramos a143 Wallace

a119 Buttenschon a046 Frontus a064 Malliotakis a062 Reilly a112 Walsh

a094 Byrne a095 Galef a130 Manktelow a087 Reyes a041 Weinstein

a133 Byrnes a137 Gantt a108 McDonald a043 Richardson a024 Weprin

a103 Cahill a007 Garbarino a014 McDonough a078 Rivera a059 Williams

a044 Carroll a148 Giglio a146 McMahon a068 Rodriguez a113 Woerner

a047 Colton a066 Glick a017 Mikulin a027 Rosenthal, D. a056 Wright

a032 Cook a150 Goodell a101 Miller, B. a067 Rosenthal, L. a096 Zebrowski

a085 Crespo a075 Gottfried a038 Miller, M. G. a025 Rozic a012

a122 Crouch a021 Griffin a020 Miller, M. L. a149 Ryan a031

a039 Cruz a100 Gunther a015 Montesano a121 Salka a136

a063 Cusick a139 Hawley a145 Morinello a111 Santabarbara

a045 Cymbrowitz a083 Heastie a057 Mosley a090 Sayegh

a018 Darling a028 Hevesi a065 Niou a140 Schimminger

1) Single House Bill (introduced and printed separately in either or
both houses). Uni-Bill (introduced simultaneously in both houses and printed
as one bill. Senate and Assembly introducer sign the same copy of the bill).

2) Circle names of co-sponsors and return to introduction clerk with 2
signed copies of bill and: in Assembly 2 copies of memorandum in support, in
Senate 4 copies of memorandum in support (single house); or 4 signed copies
of bill and 8 copies of memorandum in support (uni-bill).
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S. --------
Senate
--------

IN SENATE--Introduced by Sen

--read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed
to the Committee on

-------- A.
Assembly
--------

IN ASSEMBLY--Introduced by M. of A.

with M. of A. as co-sponsors

--read once and referred to the
Committee on

*TAXLA*
(Authorizes the city of Ithaca to
establish hotel and motel taxes)

--------

Tax. Ithaca occupancy tax

AN ACT

to amend the tax law, in relation to
authorizing the city of Ithaca to
establish hotel and motel taxes

The People of the State of New__________________________________
York, represented in Senate and____________________________________
Assembly, do enact as follows:______________________________
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1 Section 1. The tax law is amended by adding a new section 1202-gg to

2 read as follows:

3 § 1202-gg. Hotel or motel taxes in the city of Ithaca. (1) Notwith-______________________________________________________________________

4 standing any other provisions of law to the contrary, the city of Itha-________________________________________________________________________

5 ca, Tompkins county, is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt and________________________________________________________________________

6 amend local laws imposing in such city a tax, in addition to any other________________________________________________________________________

7 tax authorized and imposed pursuant to this article such as the legisla-________________________________________________________________________

8 ture has or would have the power and authority to impose upon persons________________________________________________________________________

9 occupying hotel or motel rooms in such city. For the purposes of this________________________________________________________________________

10 section, the term "hotel" or "motel" shall mean and include any facility________________________________________________________________________

11 providing lodging on an overnight basis and shall include those facili-________________________________________________________________________

12 ties designated and commonly known as "bed and breakfast" and "tourist"________________________________________________________________________

13 facilities.___________

14 The rates of such tax shall not exceed five percent of the per diem______________________________________________________________________

15 rental rate for each room, provided however, that such tax shall not be________________________________________________________________________

16 applicable to a permanent resident of a hotel or motel. For the________________________________________________________________________

17 purposes of this section the term "permanent resident" shall mean a________________________________________________________________________

18 person occupying any room or rooms in a hotel or motel for at least________________________________________________________________________

19 thirty consecutive days.________________________

20 (2) Such tax may be collected and administered by the chief fiscal______________________________________________________________________

21 officer of the city of Ithaca by such means and in such manner as other________________________________________________________________________

22 taxes which are now collected and administered by such officer or as________________________________________________________________________

23 otherwise may be provided by such local law.____________________________________________

24 (3) Such local laws may provide that any tax imposed shall be paid by______________________________________________________________________

25 the person liable therefor to the owner of the hotel or motel room occu-________________________________________________________________________

26 pied or to the person entitled to be paid the rent or charge for the________________________________________________________________________

27 hotel or motel room occupied for and on account of the city of Ithaca________________________________________________________________________

28 imposing the tax and that such owner or person entitled to be paid the________________________________________________________________________
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1 rent or charge shall be liable for the collection and payment of the________________________________________________________________________

2 tax; and that such owner or person entitled to be paid the rent or________________________________________________________________________

3 charge shall have the same right in respect to collecting the tax from________________________________________________________________________

4 the person occupying the hotel or motel room, or in respect to nonpay-________________________________________________________________________

5 ment of the tax by the person occupying the hotel or motel room, as if________________________________________________________________________

6 the tax were a part of the rent or charge and payable at the same time________________________________________________________________________

7 as the rent or charge; provided, however, that the chief fiscal officer________________________________________________________________________

8 of the city, specified in such local law, shall be joined as a party in________________________________________________________________________

9 any action or proceeding brought to collect the tax by the owner or by________________________________________________________________________

10 the person entitled to be paid the rent or charge.__________________________________________________

11 (4) Such local laws may provide for the filing of returns and the______________________________________________________________________

12 payment of the tax on a monthly basis or on the basis of any longer or________________________________________________________________________

13 shorter period of time._______________________

14 (5) This section shall not authorize the imposition of such tax upon______________________________________________________________________

15 any transaction, by or with any of the following in accordance with________________________________________________________________________

16 section twelve hundred thirty of this article:______________________________________________

17 a. The state of New York, or any public corporation (including a______________________________________________________________________

18 public corporation created pursuant to agreement or compact with another________________________________________________________________________

19 state or the Dominion of Canada), improvement district or other poli-________________________________________________________________________

20 tical subdivision of the state;_______________________________

21 b. The United States of America, insofar as it is immune from taxa-______________________________________________________________________

22 tion;_____

23 c. Any corporation or association, or trust, or community chest, fund______________________________________________________________________

24 or foundation organized and operated exclusively for religious, charita-________________________________________________________________________

25 ble or educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to chil-________________________________________________________________________

26 dren or animals, and no part of the net earnings of which inures to the________________________________________________________________________

27 benefit of any private shareholder or individual and no substantial part________________________________________________________________________

28 of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise________________________________________________________________________
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1 attempting to influence legislation; provided, however, that nothing in________________________________________________________________________

2 this paragraph shall include an organization operated for the primary________________________________________________________________________

3 purpose of carrying on a trade or business for profit, whether or not________________________________________________________________________

4 all of its profits are payable to one or more organizations described in________________________________________________________________________

5 this paragraph._______________

6 (6) Any final determination of the amount of any tax payable pursuant______________________________________________________________________

7 to this section shall be reviewable for error, illegality or unconstitu-________________________________________________________________________

8 tionality or any other reason whatsoever by a proceeding under article________________________________________________________________________

9 seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules if application there-________________________________________________________________________

10 for is made to the supreme court within thirty days after the giving of________________________________________________________________________

11 the notice of such final determination, provided, however, that any such________________________________________________________________________

12 proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and________________________________________________________________________

13 rules shall not be instituted unless:_____________________________________

14 a. The amount of any tax sought to be reviewed, with such interest and______________________________________________________________________

15 penalties thereon as may be provided for by local law or regulation________________________________________________________________________

16 shall be first deposited and there is filed an undertaking, issued by a________________________________________________________________________

17 surety company authorized to transact business in this state and________________________________________________________________________

18 approved by the superintendent of financial services of this state as to________________________________________________________________________

19 solvency and responsibility, in such amount as a justice of the supreme________________________________________________________________________

20 court shall approve to the effect that if such proceeding be dismissed________________________________________________________________________

21 or the tax confirmed the petitioner will pay all costs and charges which________________________________________________________________________

22 may accrue in the prosecution of such proceeding; or____________________________________________________

23 b. At the option of the petitioner such undertaking may be in a sum______________________________________________________________________

24 sufficient to cover the taxes, interests and penalties stated in such________________________________________________________________________

25 determination plus the costs and charges which may accrue against it in________________________________________________________________________

26 the prosecution of the proceeding, in which event the petitioner shall________________________________________________________________________

27 not be required to pay such taxes, interest or penalties as a condition________________________________________________________________________

28 precedent to the application._____________________________
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1 (7) Where any tax imposed pursuant to this section shall have been______________________________________________________________________

2 erroneously, illegally or unconstitutionally collected and application________________________________________________________________________

3 for the refund thereof duly made to the proper fiscal officer or offi-________________________________________________________________________

4 cers, and such officer or officers shall have made a determination deny-________________________________________________________________________

5 ing such refund, such determination shall be reviewable by a proceeding________________________________________________________________________

6 under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules,________________________________________________________________________

7 provided, however, that such proceeding is instituted within thirty days________________________________________________________________________

8 after the giving of the notice of such denial, that a final determi-________________________________________________________________________

9 nation of tax due was not previously made, and that an undertaking is________________________________________________________________________

10 filed with the proper fiscal officer or officers in such amount and with________________________________________________________________________

11 such sureties as a justice of the supreme court shall approve to the________________________________________________________________________

12 effect that if such proceeding be dismissed or the tax confirmed, the________________________________________________________________________

13 petitioner will pay all costs and charges which may accrue in the prose-________________________________________________________________________

14 cution of such proceeding.__________________________

15 (8) Except in the case of a wilfully false or fraudulent return with______________________________________________________________________

16 intent to evade the tax, no assessment of additional tax shall be made________________________________________________________________________

17 after the expiration of more than three years from the date of the________________________________________________________________________

18 filing of a return, provided, however, that where no return has been________________________________________________________________________

19 filed as provided by law the tax may be assessed at any time._____________________________________________________________

20 (9) All revenues resulting from the imposition of the tax under the______________________________________________________________________

21 local laws shall be paid into the treasury of the city of Ithaca and________________________________________________________________________

22 shall be credited to and deposited in the general fund of the city. The________________________________________________________________________

23 city shall be authorized to retain the necessary revenue, in an amount________________________________________________________________________

24 not to exceed four percent of the total revenue, to defer the expense of________________________________________________________________________

25 the city in administering such tax and the balance of such revenues________________________________________________________________________

26 shall be allocated to the construction, promotion, maintenance, capital________________________________________________________________________

27 improvements, and operations of a conference center in the city of Itha-________________________________________________________________________

28 ca and other directly related and supporting activities, including all________________________________________________________________________
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1 financial costs and obligations incurred by the city related to the________________________________________________________________________

2 creation of such conference center.___________________________________

3 (10) If any provision of this section or the application thereof to______________________________________________________________________

4 any person or circumstance shall be held invalid, the remainder of this________________________________________________________________________

5 section and the application of such provision to other persons or________________________________________________________________________

6 circumstances shall not be affected thereby.____________________________________________

7 (11) Each enactment of such local law may provide for the imposition______________________________________________________________________

8 of a hotel or motel tax for a period of time no longer than three years________________________________________________________________________

9 from the effective date of its enactment. Nothing in this section shall________________________________________________________________________

10 prohibit the adoption and enactment of local laws, pursuant to the________________________________________________________________________

11 provisions of this section, upon the expiration of any other local law________________________________________________________________________

12 adopted pursuant to this section._________________________________

13 § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



 

3.  Finance, Budget and Appropriations 

.3 Resolution Authorizing Mayor and City Controller to Close Proposed Budget Deficit via 

Reduction in Funding to City-Funded Organizations 

WHEREAS, the shutdown of the economy in response to the COVID-19 crisis has seriously 
impacted City revenues, resulting in a projected budget deficit for 2020 of between $4 million 
and $13 million due to decreased sales tax collections, decreased parking revenues, decreased 
trash tag revenues, likely reductions in state aid, and reductions in other revenue sources; and 

WHEREAS, just weeks ago the Common Council authorized and the City instituted the furlough 
of approximately 87 City employees, the temporary discontinuation of virtually all City-provided 
youth services, adjustments to staff benefits, and various other reductions targeted at realizing 
approximately $5.4 million in savings from the 2020 budget; and 

WHEREAS, the services of many of the organizations funded by the City have, like a variety of 
City services, been curtailed or put on hold because delivery of those services has not been 
permissible due to the Governor's executive order to put New York on Pause; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to furloughing numerous employees, Tompkins County has also 
announced reductions in funding to organizations sponsored by the County by 25% of the third-
quarter funding allocations previously budgeted by the County, equivalent to an annual 
reduction of 6.25%; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council wishes to authorize the Mayor and City Controller to take the 
steps necessary to implement comparable reductions in funding to organizations funded by the 
City, with the potential for further reductions later this year; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Ithaca hereby authorizes the Mayor and 
the City Controller to take the steps necessary to reduce funding allocations to organizations 
funded by the City by 6.25% of the annual allocation previously budgeted by the City for each 
such organization; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that notwithstanding the foregoing, no organization sponsored by the City shall be 
required to return to the City any funds already paid by the City to that organization, and this 
resolution shall not apply to any City funding upon which unreduced County funding or 
unreduced Downtown Ithaca Alliance funding is contingent; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Ithaca hereby authorizes the Mayor and 
the City Controller to make appropriate modifications to any fund in the City budget to account 
for these changes; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council authorizes the Mayor to enter into amended funding 
agreements with any impacted organizations to account for the reduction in City funding 
resulting from this resolution. 

 
  



 

3.  Finance, Budget and Appropriations 

.4 Resolution Authorizing Increase to Capital Project for Financial Software 

Improvements 

 

WHEREAS, as part of the 2016 Budget approval, Capital Project #825 was established in the 
amount of $150,000 to allow for several improvements to our main financial software for the 
City, Tyler Technology MUNIS, and  

WHEREAS, while it took some time for design of those improvements, we are currently 
implementing many of those upgrades, mainly for Tax billing and Collection, Capital Projects, 
General Billing, Accounts Receivables, Cashiering and Citizen Self Service, and  

WHEREAS, while we knew we would also need to expand our MUNIS improvements at some 
point to include Utility Billing and Cash Management, we were not aware of the need for a more 
secure hosting of our financial software and ease of use from remote sites such as home, and  

WHEREAS, with the recent COVID-19 pandemic and recent fraud and hacking issues, it has 
become necessary to work remotely at times, and for network security reasons it has been 
difficult to perform our accounting functions through the current MUNIS system, and our plan for 
more secure transactions for the community from remote locations cannot be performed on our 
internal network, and  

WHEREAS, Tyler Technology MUNIS has proposed to the City a remote solution which will 
alleviate many security and data protection concerns and will provide secure remote access for 
our financial system, and  

WHEREAS, the estimated cost to provide all the stated improvements is estimated at $225,000, 
with an annual hosting fee of $78,537, and  

WHEREAS, it is expected that these software and hardware improvements, once implemented, 
will allow for increased operating efficiencies, cost avoidance, and other time and cost savings; 
now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby amends Capital Project #825 in the amount not to 
exceed $225,000, for a total project authorization of $375,000, to improve the City’s financial 
software system, including upgrades to the Utility Billing system, remote software and 
management hosting, and cash management, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That funds necessary for this software and hardware upgrade shall be derived 
from the issuance of Serial Bonds. 
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To: City of Ithaca Common Council. City Administration Committee 
 
From: Steven P. Thayer, City Controller 
 
Date: May 14, 2020 
 
Re: Request to Amend Capital Project CP #825 Financial Computer Software Improvements 
 

 
Council originally approved a $150,000 Capital Project as part of the 2016 Budget to provide 
funding for various improvements to our financial software system.  These improvements 
included upgrades to various City computer systems including; Capital Projects, Tax billing and 
Collection, General billing, Miscellaneous billing, Accounts Receivables, Cashiering and Citizen 
Self Services.  At the time of our original request we knew we would need to request additional 
funding for further improvements for Utility billing and Cash Management.  Also, some of the 
system improvements that we’ve been working on have needed expanded hardware and software 
resources to complete.  
 
We are expected to go live with our original system improvements around April of this year.  
Our time line has slipped a bit related to the COVID-19 pandemic, but we are still hopeful for an 
August go live date.  It has been challenging to improve our systems while still maintaining our 
current work load.  Most of the work has utilized staff in the Chamberlain’s Office.  Also, we are 
gearing up for the retirement of the City Chamberlain in June.  In addition, during the COVID-19 
pandemic we have realized that working remotely has an increased importance to our City 
operations.  We have also learned that some of the Citizen involvement planned for the future, 
allowing community members to access various City on-line payments through the use of credit 
cards, and City staff working remotely, would be better served if we could have our system 
hosted in a cloud-based system instead of on our internal networks.  Security issues, fraud, 
natural disasters and theft have increased over time and providing our access on the cloud for 
software interaction will provide for a safer environment for our operations.  In addition, on a 
cloud-based system, management and maintenance for the MUNIS system would be more 
efficient for our City staff, freeing up time and costs for other projects. 
 
We are requesting to amend the current capital project by $225,000 to account for added 
improvements to our financial computer system.  This would increase the total project 
authorization to $375,000.  These additional improvements would be as follows: 
 
Utility Billing $91,000 
Cloud Hosted Software Service (SAAS) $87,600, includes one year of hosting 
Cash Management $20,000 
Training and other contingency $25,000 
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Please note that we would also need to include added annual hosting costs of approximately 
$78,500 in the future operating budgets, as well as annual support and maintenance costs.  We 
will be able to reduce the current Govern Accounts Receivable system support to zero, saving 
approximately $32,000 annually.  I will also be working to negotiate software discounts from 
MUNIS and as a result, hopefully, some of these costs may come in a bit lower than noted 
above. 
 
We believe once these software upgrades are implemented we can benefit from savings in staff 
time, improved financial operations, improved community and staff remote access to the City 
through a secure and safe environment and improved software storage and management.  These 
savings may allow us to reduce future staffing needs.  I have included information on the 
MUNIS Software as a Service (SAAS) cloud-based hosting.  
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