DATE: November 18, 2020
TIME: 6:00 pm
LOCATION: City of Ithaca Public
Meetings YouTube Channel

PEDC Meeting

Planning and Economic Development Committee
Ithaca Common Council

City Hall Remains Closed to the Public

This meeting will be conducted remotely via the online platform Zoom, pursuant to the Governor’s Executive
Order 202.1. A live stream is available at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7RtJN1P_RFaFW2IVCnTrDg
** Please refer to the second page of this agenda to learn how to participate either by written
comment or joining the meeting to speak **
Item

Agenda Items

Voting
Item

1) Call to Order/Agenda Review

No

2) Public Comment *

No

3) Special Order of Business
a) Public Hearing – Dogs on the Commons **
b) Presentation – Collegetown Innovation District Planned Unit
Development (PUD) – Application link:
https://www.cityofithaca.org/DocumentCenter/View/11979/2
0201104-Collegetown-Innovation-District-PUD-Application4) Announcements, Updates, Reports
a) Energy Code Supplement (Green Building Policy)

5) Action Items (Voting to send on to Council)
a) Resolution to Approve Entering into an Agreement with Cycle
CNY for Mountain Bike Trails in Cass Park
b) Dogs on the Commons

Yes
No

Presenter
Seph Murtagh,
Chair

Lisa Nicholas and
Jennifer Kusznir,
Planning

Time
Start
6:00
6:05
6:15
6:30

No

Nick Goldsmith,
Sustainability
Coordinator

7:15

Yes

Tim Logue,
Engineering

7:30

Yes

Jennifer Kusznir,
Planning

7:40

6) Review and Approval of Minutes
a) June 2020

Yes

8:00

7) Adjournment

Yes

8:05

If you have a disability and require accommodations in order to fully participate, please contact the City
Clerk at 274-6570 by 12:00 noon on Tuesday, November 17, 2020.

* General Public Comments
Send written comments here: http://www.cityofithaca.org/FormCenter/Planning-EconomicDevelopment-Committee-18/Planning-Economic-Development-Committee--98 by 4:00 p.m. the day
BEFORE the meeting. All comments received will be forwarded to the Common Council for their
consideration. Written comments received in advance of the meeting give the Committee members time
to fully consider them. If you want your comment read aloud, please state so in your email and limit the
comment to three minutes. A minimum of 15 minutes will be allotted at the beginning to read comments,
if needed. The Chair will make an effort to accommodate as many read comments as time permits.
** Register to Speak via Zoom
At 9:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting a link will be open to register for speaking at the beginning of the
meeting via Zoom. The first hour of the meeting will be used for public comment. Registration will close
at 3:00 p.m. in order for us to calculate how much time each person will be allotted. If you register, you
will be emailed the Zoom link later that day. Use that link to sign in and enter the Zoom waiting room.
You will be moved into the meeting for your allotted time in the order that you registered to speak. You
must be present in the waiting room when your turn is called or you will forfeit your time. You can use
video or telephone to participate.
All comments and questions can be emailed to Deborah Grunder at dgrunder@cityofithaca.org or call
(607) 274-6551.

CITY OF ITHACA
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor Ithaca, NY 14850-5690
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
JoAnn Cornish, Director
Planning & Development – 607-274-6550
Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6565
E-Mail: dgrunder@cityofithaca.org

TO:

Planning and Economic Development Committee

FROM:

Jennifer Kusznir, Senior Planner

DATE:

November 12, 2020

RE:

Planned Unit Development Application for the Collegetown Innovation District

On November 4, 2020, the City of Ithaca received an application from Trowbridge Wolf Michaels
Landscape Architects on behalf of Coll-Cath Associates, LLC, for the Collegetown Innovation
District Planned Unit Development.
According to § 325-12 Planned unit developments (PUD), properties located within the City’s
Planned Unit Development Overlay District (PUDOD), that contain a project proposal that offers
community-wide benefits, may apply to the Common Council for consideration to establish a PUD in
order to permit uses not explicitly allowed by the underlying zoning. The PUD legislation states that
the Common Council will consider the application for any PUD on the following criteria, among
others:
1. Does the project further the health and welfare of the community?
2. Is the project in accordance with the City Comprehensive Plan?
3. Does the project create at least one long-term significant community benefit?
The proposed Collegetown Innovation District includes development of 2.65 acres in Collegetown,
along the 200 and 300 blocks of College Avenues, the 400 block of Linden Avenue, and the 100
block of Cook Street. The project as proposed, will contain the following elements:
• One 12-story office building at the south west corner of Dryden Road and College Avenue.
• One 10-story mixed-use building at 311 College Avenue, along with a new urban plaza.
• Three residential mixed-use buildings with ground floor retail located along the west side of
College Avenue north of Catherine Street and along the north side of Catherine Street (at 10,
6, and 5 stories)
• Three residential buildings along the west side of College Avenue between Catherine Street
and Cook Street and along the north side of Cook Street, which include townhouse units with
individual entrances and front porches along College Avenue to create a more vibrant
streetscape.
• One 10-story mixed use building fronting on College Avenue,
• Two 4-story residential buildings are proposed to front Linden Avenue.

The applicant notes that this project will result in the following community benefits:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Increased property tax revenue
Job creation
Three million dollars of contributions to benefit the community, including Collegetown
improvements, a contribution to INHS for the creation of mutually agreed upon affordable
housing projects, and a contribution financial contribution for a mutually agreed upon
community wide benefit
An improved streetscape experience
High-quality architecture
Increased open space on private property

The application has been reviewed by staff for completeness and has been found to be satisfactorily
complete for distribution and review. If the committee is in agreement, this application will be
circulated for comments and a public information session will be held, and this project will be
brought back to this committee with any comments that are received.
If you have questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me.

CITY OF ITHACA
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor Ithaca, NY 14850-5690
JoAnn Cornish, Director
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING, ZONING, & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Division of Planning & Economic Development
Planning & Development – 607-274-6550
Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6565
E-Mail: dgrunder@cityofithaca.org

To:

Planning and Economic Development Committee

From:

Nick Goldsmith, Sustainability Coordinator

Date:

November 12, 2020

Re:

Ithaca Energy Code Supplement

This memo provides information about the Ithaca Energy Code Supplement (IECS) in preparation for
the November committee meetings of the Town of Ithaca’s Codes and Ordinances Committee and the
City’s Planning and Economic Development Committee (PEDC). Each November meeting will provide
a project update and enable a December discussion of the final draft IECS, for which we will be asking
for approval to circulate for public comment (from PEDC).
The Ithaca Energy Code Supplement (IECS) has three related documents:
 Ordinance (only at City of Ithaca)
o IECS-enabling legislation as adopted by Common Council
o Codified in Chapter 146 of City Code
o Enacts the IECS as the regulatory document containing requirements for compliance
 Ithaca Energy Code Supplement (IECS)
o A local energy code supplement with requirements above and beyond the New York State
Energy Conservation Code
o Codified in Town Code
 Reference Manual
o Contains non-essential information to help understand and use the IECS, for example:
background information, code interpretations, and clarifications
The requirements of the Ithaca Energy Code Supplement shall apply to all COVERED PROJECTS,
which shall include the following:
1) All new construction, excluding additions and renovations that are not specified in this list
2) All additions 500 square feet or larger to single family dwellings or two-family dwellings
3) All additions 1,000 square feet or larger to buildings other than single family dwellings or twofamily dwellings
4) All MAJOR RENOVATIONS
a) Defined in the IECS: Renovation with a work area over 75% of the conditioned floor area
and includes renovation of two major energy systems.
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All covered projects shall comply with the requirements of the Easy Path/Prescriptive path or the
requirements of the Whole Building Path/Performance-Based path. Under the Whole Building Path,
covered projects must comply with key provisions of a third-party green building standard (e.g. LEED,
HERS rating) or perform energy modeling. Certification is not necessary. Under the Easy Path, projects
must earn six points. The tables on pages 3 and 4 provide summaries of the Easy Path for Commercial
and Residential buildings. There is additional information in the IECS.
Current and future code Cycles: The IECS requirements will go into effect a few months after adopted
by the Town/City. Starting in January 2025, requirements will become more stringent. Starting in 2030,
net zero buildings that are free of fossil fuels will be required.
IECS Project Timeline:
November – Visit committees to provide update
December - Visit committees for discussion of final draft documents, and to request approval to circulate
for public comment. Documents to review next month: Final draft IECS, Final draft Ordinance,
Reference manual, Comments and responses relating to last IECS draft (08-08-19), Summary of changes.
March – Consider adoption of all documents
If you have any questions, please contact me at ngoldsmith@cityofithaca.org.
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Commercial Compliance Summary for Easy Path/Prescriptive Path
Projects much earn at least six points
Category

Improvement

Points

Details

EFFICIENT ELECTRIFICATION
EE1

Heat pumps for space heating

2-3

EE2

Heat pumps for domestic hot water
heating

EE3

Other electrification - Residential

NA

EE4

Other electrification - Commercial
Cooking

3

1

2 points for air source heat pumps.
3 points for ground source heat pumps.
1 point for water heating systems that use heat pumps. Available to
hotels and restaurants only.
Not applicable to Commercial projects.
3 points for electric stoves in restaurants and other food service
buildings that have commercial kitchen hoods. Prerequisite: no fossil
fuels in the building.

AFFORDABILITY IMPROVEMENTS
1-2

1 point for building/room size 15% smaller than reference size.
2 points for building/room size 30% smaller than reference size.
Available for Hotels and Residential buildings only.
1 point for placing heating/cooling systems inside actively heated and
finished spaces.
1 point if exterior surface area divided by gross floor area is less than
maximum allowed value provided in table X.

AI1

Smaller building/room size

AI2

Heating systems in heated space

1

AI3

Efficient building shape

1

AI4

Right-lighting

1

1 point for reducing overlighting and other lighting improvements.

AI5

Modest window-to-wall ratio

1

1 point for overall window-to-wall ratio less than 20% (individual
spaces may exceed 20%).

RENEWABLE ENERGY
RE1

Renewable energy systems

RE2
Biomass systems
OTHER POINTS

1-3
3

Up to 3 points for on-site or off-site renewable electric systems or onsite renewable thermal systems.
3 points for approved biomass space heating systems.

OP1

Development density

1

OP2

Walkability

1

OP3

Electric Vehicle Parking Spaces

2

OP3

Adaptive reuse

1

1 point for density of more than 7,000 SF of non-residential space per
acre.
1 point if the building meets the walkability criteria.
Up to 2 points for installing electric vehicle parking space(s) and
related infrastructure.
1 point for substantial re-purpose of existing building.

OP4

Meet NY Stretch Code

1

1 point for complying with NYStretch Energy Code-2020 Version 1.0

OP5

Custom energy improvement

1-2

Up to 2 points for reduction in energy use.
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Residential Compliance Summary for Easy Path/Prescriptive Path
Projects much earn at least six points
Category

Improvement

Points

Details

EFFICIENT ELECTRIFICATION
3-5

3 points for air source heat pumps.
5 points for ground source heat pumps.

EE1

Heat pumps for space heating

EE2

Heat pumps for domestic hot water
heating

1

1 point for water heating systems that use heat pumps.

EE3

Other electrification - Residential

1

1 point total for electric stoves AND ventless heat pump clothes
dryers. Prerequisite: no fossil fuels in the building.

EE4

Other electrification - Commercial
Cooking

3

3 points for electric stoves in restaurants and other food service
buildings that have commercial kitchen hoods. Prerequisite: no fossil
fuels in the building.

AFFORDABILITY IMPROVEMENTS
AI1

Smaller building/room size

1-2

AI2

Heating systems in heated space

1

AI3

Efficient building shape

1

AI4

Right-lighting

AI5

Modest window-to-wall ratio

NA
1

1 point for building/room size 15% smaller than reference size.
2 points for building/room size 30% smaller than reference size.
Available for Hotels and Residential buildings only.
1 point for placing heating/cooling systems inside actively heated and
finished spaces.
1 point if exterior surface area divided by gross floor area is less than
maximum allowed value provided in table X.
Not applicable to Residential projects.
1 point for overall window-to-wall ratio less than 20% (individual
spaces may exceed 20%).

RENEWABLE ENERGY
RE1

Renewable energy systems

RE2
Biomass systems
OTHER POINTS

1-3

Up to 3 points for on-site or off-site renewable electric systems or onsite renewable thermal systems.

5

5 points for approved biomass space heating systems.

OP1

Development density

1

1 point for density of more than 7 dwelling units per acre.

OP2

Walkability

1

OP3

Electric Vehicle Parking Spaces

2

OP4

Adaptive reuse

1

OP5

Meet NY Stretch Code

2

OP6

Custom energy improvement

1 point if the building meets the walkability criteria.
Up to 2 points for installing electric vehicle parking space(s) and
related infrastructure.
1 point for substantial re-purpose of existing building.
2 points for complying with NYStretch Energy Code-2020 Version
1.0
Up to 2 points for reduction in energy use.

1-2
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Declaration to Act as Lead Agency for the Environmental Review of Cass Park Mountain Bike
Trails - Resolution
WHEREAS, State law and regulations and Section 176.6 of the City Code of the City of Ithaca require
that a lead agency be established for conducting environmental review of certain proposed actions, in
accordance with applicable law, and
WHEREAS, State regulations and the City Code specify that the lead agency shall be that agency
which has primary responsibility for undertaking, approving or funding the action, and
WHEREAS, the City is considering entering into an agreement with Cycle CNY to allow for the
development of a short network of mountain trails in a portion of Cass Park (the Project); now, therefore
be it
RESOLVED, that the City of Ithaca Common Council does hereby declare itself Lead Agency for the
environmental review of the Project.

Negative declaration of environmental significance for the Cass Park Mountain Bike Trails
project - Resolution

WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca is considering entering into an agreement with Cycle CNY to
allow for the development of a small network of mountain bike trails in a portion of Cass Park
(“the Project”); and
WHEREAS, the Project has been classified as a Unclassified action in accordance with Section
176 of the City of Ithaca Code (CEQR) and also, in accordance with the NYS Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQR), and
WHEREAS, in accordance with SEQR and CEQR, the Common Council has declared itself to
be the lead agency for conducting environmental review of the Project, and
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Ithaca, acting as Lead Agency, has reviewed
the Short Environmental Assessment Form; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Common Council, acting as lead agency in this matter, hereby determines
in accordance with SEQR and CEQR that the Project will not have a significant effect on the
environment, and that further environmental review is unnecessary, and be it further
RESOLVED, that this resolution constitutes notice of this negative declaration and requests that
staff provide notice of the same to all involved and interested agencies.

CYCLE-CNY AND CITY OF ITHACA
CASS PARK
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

THIS AGREEMENT, among:
• The CITY OF ITHACA, a municipal corporation in the State of New York, with offices at 108
E. Green Street, Ithaca, New York 14850, hereinafter the “City,”
• CYCLE-CNY., a chartered chapter of the International Mountain Bicycling Association
(IMBA) and a domestic not-for-profit corporation in the State of New York, with offices at
__________________, hereinafter “CYCLE-CNY,”
WITNESSETH THAT:
WHEREAS, the CITY owns and operates Cass Park in the City of Ithaca; and
WHEREAS, CYCLE-CNY is a not-for-profit educational organization formed in 2005 with the
mission to “create, enhance and preserve great trail experiences for mountain bikers in the
Southern Tier of New York, and to create a bicycle friendly community through cycling
awareness, safety advocacy and promotion of bicycling for fun, fitness and transportation.
CYCLE-CNY seeks to preserve, protect, and promote mountain bike access and diverse riding
opportunities on New York’s public and private lands through education, communication and
unified action”; and
WHEREAS, City staff and CYCLE-CNY members have identified a small area of Cass Park that
promises to accommodate a small network of mountain bike trails that could be easily accessible
to city residents and visitors and may provide opportunities for skill building, fun and fitness;
WHEREAS, the City supports and shares CYCLE-CNY’s goals to enhance park facilities and to
increase opportunities for the public’s use and enjoyment of Cass Park; therefore
IN CONSIDERATION OF the promises, covenants and agreements contained herein, the parties
hereby agree as follows:
1. Partnership: By executing this agreement the parties intend to affirm the public/private
partnership between the City and CYCLE-CNY to build and maintain a network of
mountain bike trails in Cass Park, and to provide structure and process to define how the
parties will work together. The identified area for mountain bike trail development is in
the wooded area between the baseball fields and the Black Diamond Trail.
2. Final Authority: Notwithstanding the foregoing, the parties acknowledge and understand
that, as owner of Cass Park, the City is solely responsible for maintenance, improvement
and development of the park. As such, all decisions concerning maintenance,

improvement and development of park features are subject to the City’s approval
processes and prioritization of projects. Trail development proposed by CYCLE-CNY
shall be approved by the Cass Park Manager.
3. Communication: The parties agree to meet regularly to discuss and coordinate, where
applicable, potential grant opportunities, projects for development, and maintenance
concerns. The City shall designate one or more staff representative(s) to serve as the
City’s primary and initial point of contact for purposes of fostering communication and
coordination with CYCLE-CNY. CYCLE-CNY agrees to provide to the City an annual
report due January 31st of each year to include the following information:
a. A narrative that will include a log of all trail work completed in previous calendar
year, including dates, number of volunteers, hours, location, and a description of
the trail work completed.
b. A map of existing trails.
c. Details of any downed trees that must be cleared from trail. Trees less than 10
inches diameter at breast height (DBH) may be removed by the Volunteer. If a
chainsaw is to be used, the Volunteer must meet the requirements as detailed in
the DEC Division of Lands and Forests Health & Safety Manual regarding Use of
Chainsaws and Other Hand Held Equipment. All tree removals shall be approved
by the City Forester before removal. CycleCNY may hire a City approved tree
removal company for such work.
d. Notes of trail sections requiring better signage, or drainage/trail tread
improvements.
e. Trail construction proposed in the upcoming year, including a map of planned
trail improvements and any technical trail features. These items are addresses in 5.
Trail System.
4. Trail System:
a. Trails shall be designed to standards and guidelines of IMBA’s Trail Solutions.
b. Trails may include technical trail features (TTF), all of which shall be approved
by City before construction. All TTFs shall have no consequence for lack of speed
and all shall be navigable by a novice rider, for example, by use of alternate lines
or the ability to roll all features.
c. Unauthorized TTF shall be removed by CycleCNY upon the direction of the City
d. As part of the annual report noted above, CycleCNY shall produce a map of
existing trails and any trail proposed for the upcoming year.
5. Maintenance: This agreement authorizes routine maintenance and rehabilitation activities
on trails approved by the City. These activities may include removal of fallen trees less
than 10 inches DBH and woody debris (blowdown), hand-cleaning of existing trail
ditches and culverts, mowing, brushing, pruning, repair/construction of water diversions
with hand tools, and the hardening of trail surfaces with native rock. These activities also
include the brushing/cutting of live shrubs and trees less than 6 inches DBH within the
existing cleared width of any trail. Tree branches that extend into the approved trail

corridor may be pruned. Individual broken or worn planks on wooden bridges may be
replaced in kind.
6. Insurance: This will be the insurance paragraph. My expectation is that CYCLE-CNY
will provide to the City a certificate of liability insurance for all volunteer work on the
Cass Park mountain bike trails and CYCLE-CNY will agree to indemnify and hold
harmless the City of Ithaca for such work. That said, this paragraph will be further
developed with City attorneys.
7. Termination: Either party may terminate this Agreement upon giving the other party 90
days' prior written notice of such termination.
8. Entire Agreement: This is the entire agreement between the parties. It replaces and
supersedes any and all oral agreements between the parties, as well as any prior writings.
Modifications and amendments to this agreement, including any exhibit or appendix,
shall be enforceable only if they are in writing and are signed by authorized
representatives of both parties.
9. Applicable Law and Venue: This Agreement shall be governed under the Charter and
Municipal Code of the City of Ithaca and the laws of the State of New York without
regard to, or the application of New York State’s choice of law provisions. The parties
further agree that the Supreme Court of the State of New York, held in and for the
County of Tompkins shall be the forum to resolve disputes arising out of either this
agreement or work performed according thereto, and the parties consent to the
jurisdiction of such court.
10. Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed an original and all of which, taken as a whole, shall constitute one
and the same Agreement.
11. Notice: For the purpose of providing any notice required pursuant to this Agreement, the
contact persons for each party shall be as follows, unless modified by any party, pursuant
to written notices thereof provided to the other parties:
- For the CITY OF ITHACA:
AND
108 E. Green Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 274@cityofithaca.org

- For CYCLE-CNY:

City Attorney
108 E. Green Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 274-6504
attorney@cityofithaca.org

SIGNED:
CITY OF ITHACA
By: ______________________________________

Date: ________________________

Print Name: ________________________________
Title: _____________________________________

CYCLE-CNY
By: ________________________________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Title: _______________________________________

Date: _________________________

Planning & Economic Development Committee
November 18, 2020
Resolution to Approve Entering into an Agreement with Cycle CNY for Mountain
Bike Trails in Cass Park
WHEREAS, Cycle CNY and City staff have drafted an agreement to allow Cycle CNY to
develop a portion of Cass Park with mountain bike trails, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works reviewed this proposal and recommended
approval of it at their meeting on October 20, 2020, and
WHEREAS, Common Council, acting as Lead Agency, has determined that the
proposal will not have a significant negative environmental impact in accordance with
the City Environmental Quality Review ordinance and the NYS Environmental Review
Act, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Common Council finds that Cycle CNY’s plan to construct and
maintain mountain bike trails in a portion of Cass Park supports the broader public
recreational activities in Cass Park; and be it further
RESOLVED, that Common Council hereby approves an agreement with Cycle CNY to
this end and authorizes the Mayor to execute such an agreement after further review by
the City Attorney.
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originators do not warrant the accuracy or completeness of the information
portrayed by the data.
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CITY OF ITHACA
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor Ithaca, NY 14850-5690
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
JoAnn Cornish, Director
Planning & Development – 607-274-6550
Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6565
E-Mail: dgrunder@cityofithaca.org

To:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Planning and Economic Development Committee
Jennifer Kusznir, Economic Development Planner
November 12, 2020
Proposal to Allow Leashed Dogs on the Commons

The purpose of this memo is to provide information regarding a proposal to allow leashed dogs on
the Commons.
Currently, there are only two locations within the City that do not allow dogs, the Ithaca Commons
and Fuertes Bird Sanctuary. All other areas in the City are subject to Chapter 164 of the City of
Ithaca Code, “Dogs and Other Animals”, which outlines the rules for owning dogs within the
boundaries of the City. The Code states that in all areas of the City it is illegal for dogs to not be
restrained by an adequate collar and leash when not on private property.
In September, the Downtown Ithaca Alliance passed a resolution requesting that the City amend
the Commons ordinance regarding dogs to mirror the existing rules in other parts of the City. In
order to support the City in this change the Downtown Ithaca Alliance has agreed to purchase dog
waste bag stations for the Commons entrances.
Staff from the Downtown Ithaca Alliance, the City Planning and Police Departments, and the
Common’s Outreach Worker meet regularly to discuss Common’s related concerns. Issues
surrounding dogs on the Commons have been an ongoing topic of conversation. There are
currently many dogs on the Commons, both leashed and unleashed and staff receive complaints
regularly about unleashed dogs. However, given that the primary Commons is one of only two
places in the City of Ithaca where dogs are not permitted, many people are not aware of this rule.
This disconnect with the rest of the City creates confusion among dog owners visiting the
downtown area and makes it difficult to enforce any rules regarding dogs. Staff recommends
amending the City code to permit leashed dogs on the Commons.
This Committee previously discussed this proposal at the October meeting. At the request of the
Committee the proposal was circulated, only one comment in support of this change was received
and is enclosed. Also enclosed for your consideration is a draft ordinance that would amend the
City Code to allow for dogs on leash to be on the Commons. If you have any concerns or questions
regarding this information, feel free to contact me at 274-6410.
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DOGS ON THE COMMONS

Anne Hamilton [hamiltonlit@gmail.com]
Sent:Thursday, November 05, 2020 9:51 AM
To: Jennifer Kusznir

dear jennifer,
Hello. Will you please record my response to this amendment?
"I support the proposed amendment to the City Code allowing leashed dogs on the Commons.
Anne Hamilton, Fall Creek neighborhood"
thank you! best, anne

11/13/2020, 9:22 AM

06/04/19

November 18, 2020
An Ordinance Amending The Municipal Code Of The City Of Ithaca,
Chapter 157, Entitled “Commons” To Allow for Leashed Dogs on the
Primary Commons

The ordinance to be considered shall be as follows:
ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF ITHACA,
CHAPTER 157, ENTITLED “COMMONS” TO ALLOW FOR LEASHED DOGS ON THE
PRIMARY COMMONS

WHEREAS, Chapter 164-Article II of the City of Ithaca Code,
“Dogs and Other Animals”, states that in all areas of the City
it is illegal for dogs to not be restrained by an adequate
collar and leash when not on private property, AND
WHEREAS, Chapter 157, “Commons”, further states that on the
primary Commons no animals are permitted without a special
permit, with the exception of service animals providing
assistance to people with special needs and police working dogs,
and
WHEREAS, because the primary Commons is the only place in the
City of Ithaca where dogs are not permitted, many people are not
aware of this rule and bring their dogs onto the Commons, and
WHEREAS, this inconsistency with the rest of the City creates
confusion among dog owners visiting the downtown area and makes
it difficult to enforce any rules regarding dogs; now therefore,

BE IT NOW ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Common Council of the City
of Ithaca that Chapter 157 of the Municipal Code of the City of
Ithaca, entitled “Commons”, is hereby amended as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 157, Section 157-15A, be amended to read as
follows:
§ 157-15. Dogs and other animals.
J:\Planning\GROUPS\Planning and Econ Dev Committee\2020 Planning and Economic Development Committee\November\Dogs on the
Commons\12 - 2020-Dogs-ordinance-10-21.docx.doc
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A. No animals are allowed on the Primary Commons except by special
permit. This provision does not apply to leashed dogs, as allowed by Chapter
164-Article II-“Dogs”, and any service animals providing assistance to people
with special needs and police working dogs.

Section 2.
Severability. Severability is intended throughout
and within the provisions of this local law.
If any section,
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this local
law is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, then that decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portion.
Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take affect
immediately and in accordance with law upon publication of
notices as provided in the Ithaca City Charter.
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City of Ithaca
Planning & Economic Development Committee
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
Common Council Chambers, City Hall, 108 East Green Street

Minutes

Committee Members Attending:

Joseph (Seph) Murtagh, Chair; Cynthia
Brock, Stephen Smith, Donna Fleming, and
Laura Lewis

Committee Members Absent:
Other Elected Officials Attending:

None

Staff Attending:

JoAnn Cornish, Director, Planning and
Development Department; Tom Knipe,
Deputy Director for Economic Development;
Nels Bohn, Director, IURA; Anisa
Mendizabal, Community Development
Planner, IURA; and Deborah Grunder,
Executive Assistant

Others Attending:
Chair Seph Murtagh called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

1) Call to Order/Agenda Review
Chair Murtagh called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2) Public Comment
Chair Murtagh read into the record two comments one from Nancy Webster on the
Break-in-Access topic and the other from John Guttridge on the C-PACE topic. Both
of which are attached to these minutes.

3) Special Order of Business
a)

Public Hearing – COVID-19 Grant Funds

Alderperson Brock moved to open the public hearing; seconded by Alderperson
Fleming. Carried unanimously.
No one from the public spoke on this topic.
Alderperson Brock moved to close the public hearing; seconded by Alderperson
Fleming. Carried unanimously.

4) Announcements, Updates, Reports

5) Action Items (Voting to Send on to Council)
a) COVID-19 Grant Funds
Alderperson Brock asked the thinking behind the amount of funding each group
would receive.
Anisa Mendizabal explained how agencies asked for funding.
Alderperson Lewis commented that the IURA (Anisa and Nels) have done an
incredible job getting the information out to the public. The considerations made
regarding the daycare funding was well planned out seeing that people are going
back to work. They will need day care.
Proposed Resolution
Planning & Economic Development Committee
June 10, 2020
2020 CDBG-CV: SECOND ALLOCATION
Moved by Alderperson Brock; seconded by Alderperson Lewis. Carried unanimously.
WHEREAS, the April 6, 2020, City of Ithaca (City) has received an initial supplemental
funding allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from The
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, & Economic Security (CARES Act), which funding is hereafter
referred to as CDBG-CV, and

WHEREAS, the CDBG-CV allocation to the City provides $321,299 to invest in CDBGeligible activities to support community development efforts in response to the COVID-29
pandemic, and
WHEREAS, the City contracts with the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency (IURA) to administer,
implement and monitor the City’s HUD Entitlement program in compliance with all
applicable regulations, and
WHEREAS, the IURA has identified the following priority community needs:
1. Renter households whose ability to pay rent has been reduced by COVID-19
impacts
2. COVID-related relief, prevention, or recovery of persons experiencing homelessness
3. Small businesses adversely impacted by public health mandates and guidelines
4. Anchor non-profits entities with at least 51% earned income adversely impacted by
public health mandates and guidelines, and
WHEREAS, the first allocation of CDBG-CV funds was directed to assist renter households
by providing $190,000 for the emergency rental assistance program, leaving $131,299
remaining to be allocated, and
WHEREAS, the IURA issued a public call for funding proposals for CDBG-CV funds with a
May 26, 2020 deadline, and
WHEREAS, at their May 28, 2020 and June 4, 2020 meetings, the IURA reviewed 17
proposals requesting a total of $620,107 and recommended funding seven proposals at a
total of $122,479; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing on this matter was held on June 10, 2020; now, therefore, be
it
RESOLVED, that the City of Ithaca Common Council hereby approves allocation of
$122,479 of CDBG-CV funds to the projects identified in the attached table titled “IURARecommended Project Funding for 2nd Allocation of CDBG-CV Funds”, dated June 4, 2020.

b) Route 13 Break-in-Access
Alderperson Brock asked for a reminder of the difference in delay times of the 3way and 4-way.
Deputy Director Nicholas stated she doesn’t recall a significant difference
between the two. Either option causes delay.
Alderperson Brock doesn’t recall having any discussion on Fifth Street being one
way exiting on to Route 13. Is it too late to make Fifth Street one way to mitigate
traffic in the area?
Chair Murtagh asked for the committee’s preference.
Alderperson Fleming stated she prefers the four-way stop. She likes the
argument that there are commercial enterprises that need access to Route 13.
She is in sympathy with those that live on the dead end street. We need to be
consistent with the comprehensive plan. She thinks that the four-way will benefit.
Alderperson Fleming moved to support the four-way option; Smith seconded it.
Chair Murtagh still prefers the three-way stop. There will be a lot of traffic from
the Carpenter Business Park. Is it possible to approve the three-way and change
it later down the road if necessary?
Deputy Director Nicholas stated that negotiations with DOT would have to done
be all over again. A break-in-access is very much defined.
Alderperson Fleming stated we should start with the four-way and then change it
down the road if need be.
Chair Murtagh stated we could mimic the streets/intersections across from Tops
currently, but he doesn’t see it making a serious change to the neighborhood.
Alderperson Lewis stated she read a number of comments from the Northside
neighborhood that favor the three-way intersection plan. She’s not really
persuaded that the four-way would change the nature or feel of the Route 13
area. There is a lot of traffic on Hancock. She is concerned that people from
Carpenter Park would cross through the neighborhood.
Alderperson Brock stated she would like to see more avenues that people can go
around the area. Traffic will avoid the development they’ll turn on Willow and
proceed down the neighborhoods to avoid the congestion.

Alderperson Lewis wants to do what is best for the City. She values the input
from staff in making these decisions. She stated that many deliveries are also
made in this area which travel pretty fast.
Alderperson Smith agrees with both Alderpersons Lewis and Fleming. Dead
ends are often not good for the City.
The three-way option carried 3-2.
The four-way option vote carried 3-2.

DRAFT Planning Committee Resolution to authorize staff to pursue a Break ‐In‐Access on Rte 13 at
Fifth St June 10, 2020

Moved by Alderperson Fleming; seconded by Alderperson Lewis See above.
WHEREAS: Break‐in‐Access (BIA) refers to a modification to a State road that provides vehicular,
pedestrian and/or bike access where there is currently no access, and
WHEREAS: A local government must apply to NYSDOT for a BIA. Such application must analyze
transportation impacts and demonstrate that the proposed BIA has community‐wide benefits, and
WHEREAS: Upon NYSDOT approval of a BIA, the local government and affected property owners must
enter into agreements that define terms for, among other things, any transfer or purchase of real
estate and construction of the BIA, and
WHEREAS: The City has long envisioned the transformation of Rte 13 into and urban boulevard –
including sidewalks, landscaping and an intersection at Rte 13 and Fifth St as described in the 2015
Comprehensive Plan, the 2019 Waterfront Plan and a Federal Build Grant submitted by the City in
2018 and 2020 to fund the design and study needed to implement this idea, and
WHEREAS: The Project Sponsor of the Carpenter Circle Redevelopment Project has proposed a new
intersection at NYS Route 13 and Fifth Street, to provide enhanced vehicular access and required
emergency access to the project, and
WHEREAS: Community‐wide benefits of the proposed BIA include:
1. Implementing the concept of Route 13 as an Urban Boulevard by re‐establishing a street grid
connecting the growing west side and urbanized east side of Rte 13 by, among other things,
slowing traffic, providing pedestrian and bike amenities and improved crossings, adding an
intersection at fifth street, installing landscaping and sidewalks and encouraging new
developments to face the street
2. Developing a project that will provide up to 150 jobs, a medical facility, retail and 210
housing units on the same site in close proximity to two grocery stores, the Famers Market,

services, the Cayuga Waterfront Trail and other recreational amenities and will preserve the
2.5 acre community gardens
3. Building 45 permanently affordable housing units
4. Constructing a restricted (transit and emergency vehicle only) road connecting Third Street to
Cascadilla St
5. Realizing the development of a long‐vacant parcel in a highly visible and accessible location
that will provide an estimated yearly $2 million in total local taxes, including an estimated
$714,000 in new City taxes ( not considering 7‐10 year tax abatements)
6. Providing a full service medical facility, with services for Medicare eligible clients, within the
City limits, accessible by transit walking and biking, and
WHEREAS: Transportation Impact Analyses provided by the Project Sponsor and reviewed by City and
NYSDOT staff indicate that the project and the intersection will have a negative impact on vehicular
traffic within the Rte 13 Corridor, meaning that it will take more time for vehicles to travel through
the corridor at the peak morning and evening hours, and
WHEREAS: The Project Sponsor has proposed physical/infrastructure and programmatic mitigations
for impacts to vehicular traffic. These include reduced and shared parking, implementation of a
Transportation Demand Management Plan (TDMP), and improved pedestrian and bike access across
Rte 13, and
WHEREAS: The Project Sponsor, in coordination with Engineering and Planning Staff, has developed
two schematic designs for the intersection: 1) A signalized 3‐way intersection with vehicular access
on the west side only and pedestrian and bike crossings of Rte 13 with a protected median refuge
and 2) A signalized 4‐way intersection with vehicular access on both the east (Fifth street ) and west
sides of Rte 13 and pedestrian and bike crossings of Rte 13 with a protected median refuge and
WHEREAS: the Planning Board, acting as Lead Agency in Environmental Review, did on May 26, 2020
issue a negative Declaration of environmental Significance for the Carpenter Circle Redevelopment
Projects, stating that through the mitigations mentioned above, and more clearly described in the Full
Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) Part 3, the applicant had mitigated the impacts to
transportation to the maximum extent practicable, and
WHEREAS: the Planning Board, did, on May 26, 2020 Grant Preliminary Site plan approval to the
Project conditioned upon, among other things, acceptance of a more detailed TDMP and acceptance
by the City of a plan and schedule for the financing and implementation of transportation and
emergency access improvements detailed in the FEAF Part 3, or other alternative improvements
deemed equally appropriate and effective by the City, and
WHEREAS: The applicant as well as Engineering and Planning staff continue to coordinate with
NYSDOT Region 3 to reach a mutually acceptable balance between vehicular impacts and community
benefits including those to multimodal transportation, and

WHEREAS: Staff has conducted outreach by email to Northside residents and business and Common
Council has considered all comments received, and
WHEREAS: Common Council has received and considered recommendations from Planning and
Engineering staff and has reviewed the 5/26/20 Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance
for the Carpenter Circle Project, and
WHEREAS: Common Council understands that the BIA will require conceptual approval from NYSDOT
Region 3, Final Approval from the NYSDOT Commissioner, and future legal agreements between the
City, NYSDOT and the Project Sponsor, now therefore be it
RESOLVED: That Common Council does herby direct staff to take any and all actions to work with
NYSDOT and the Project Sponsor to pursue a BIA at Rte 13 and Fifth St for a (THREE- WAY or a FOURWAY) intersection and associated improvement.

c) PACE – Property Assesses Clean Energy
Sarah Smiley, Director, of EIC, was in attendance for questions.

Authorization for Municipal Agreement with the Energy Improvement
Corporation to Implement the Energize NY Open C-PACE Financing
Program
Alderperson Brock stated out of all the presentations on this topic, she likes this one
best.
She has concerns that this is only limited to commercial businesses and not
residential use. There is no accelerating the payment duration on this type of
financing. With this particular financing, an owner might find it difficult to receive other
funding elsewhere.
This proposal eliminates all responsibilities away from the City. It takes it off the tax
rolls. What makes PACE unique and beneficial to the owner, there is not acceleration
of the terms. The finance runs with the property so if the financing isn’t paid by the
current owner, it follows to the new owner.
Alderperson Fleming asked for clarification as to why the municipality is involved.
Alderperson Smith stated that this funding through the municipality helps the
municipality be able to get the benefits of the improvements made to these properties.
Moved by Alderperson Lewis; seconded by Alderperson Fleming. Carries 4-1.
(Brock)
WHEREAS, by Local Law No. 2015-2, the City of Ithaca created the Energize NY
Benefit Financing Program (also known as the Sustainable Energy Loan Program)
utilizing the Energy Improvement Corporation (EIC), a local development corporation
acting on behalf of the City, to provide Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)
financing to assist qualified property owners who undertake energy efficiency
measures and install renewable energy systems; and
WHEREAS, in 2015 the City entered into a Municipal Agreement with EIC to
administer the Energize NY Benefit Financing Program; and
WHEREAS, in 2018 the City amended the NY Benefit Financing Program by local law
No. 2018-1 and modified its agreement with EIC to enable changes made by New
York State at the local level, and

WHEREAS, in 2019 EIC launched a new PACE financing program called Open CPACE which replaces EIC’s former PACE program and enables municipalities to offer
the public benefit of PACE without incurring any administrative or financial obligations,
and
WHEREAS, in June 2019, Common Council adopted the Ithaca Green New Deal
which included a goal to achieve a carbon neutral city by 2030 and with which Open
C-PACE is in alignment, and
WHEREAS, by local law No. 2020-XX, known as the “Energize NY Open C-PACE
Financing Program”, the City of Ithaca repeals and replaces the City’s former PACE
law embodied in the provisions of Article VII, Chapter 4 of the City Code, and
WHEREAS, a new Municipal Agreement is required to establish the roles,
responsibilities, and obligations of EIC and the City in the administration of the new
Energize NY Open C-PACE Financing Program; now therefore be it:
RESOLVED, That the Mayor, upon review of the City Attorney, is hereby authorized to
enter into a Municipal Agreement with the Energy Improvement Corporation, a local
development corporation, to implement the Energize NY Open C-PACE Financing
Program; this program will allow EIC, acting on behalf of the City, to make funds
available to qualified property owners to fund renewable energy systems and energy
efficiency measures on commercial properties; and be it further
RESOLVED, that said agreement shall be at no cost to the City; and be it further
RESOLVED, that said agreement shall be in substantially the same form as the
Agreement attached hereto as "Appendix A" subject to the approval of the City
Attorney.
6) Review and Approval of Minutes
a) February 2020
Moved by Alderperson Lewis as amended; seconded by Alderperson Fleming.
Carried unanimously.
7) Adjournment
Moved by Alderperson Fleming; seconded by Alderperson Lewis. Carried
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
The next PEDC meeting will be the third Wednesday of July.

