CITY OF ITHACA
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor Ithaca, NY 14850-5690
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING, ZONING, & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Division of Planning & Economic Development
Telephone: Planning & Development – 607-274-6550
E-Mail: dgrunder@cityofithaca.org

Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6559

ITHACA LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION (ILPC),
CITY/TOWN HISTORIC PRESERVATION PARTNERSHIP WORKING GROUP
NOTICE OF MEETING & AGENDA
A special meeting of the ITHACA LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION, CITY/TOWN HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PARTNERSHIP WORKING GROUP will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 15, 2021. City
Hall remains closed to the public. This meeting will be conducted remotely via the online platform Zoom,
pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 202.1. A live stream is available at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7RtJN1P_RFaFW2IVCnTrDg.
To receive log-in information for the meeting, please email Anya Harris at aharris@cityofithaca.org or Bryan
McCracken at bmccracken@cityofithaca.org or call (607) 274-6550.
I.

DRAFT ORDINANCE REVIEW
•
Additional Comments
•
Updates and Next Steps

II.

TOWNS OF ITHAC HISTORIC RESOURCES
•
Review – Final Report: Intensive-Level Survey
o
Prioritize resources for potential local designation
o
Recommendations for updates and additional suverys
•
Additional State and National Register Listings
o
Biggs Memorial Hospital Cottage (2020
o
Hayts Chapel and Schoolhouse (2005)

II.

ADJOURNMENT

If you have a disability and would like specific accommodation in order to participate, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 2746570 by 12:00 p.m., no later than 2 days (not including weekends and holidays) before the meeting.
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I. METHODOLOGY
Objectives
The purpose of this Intensive Level Survey, undertaken by the graduate students of
Cornell University's Historic Preservation Program, and at the behest of the Town
Planning Department, was to identify and document the historic resources of the
town. The immediate goal was to create a body of information to be used as a
planning tool in future decision-making. In addition, the town may choose to
identify and nominate historic districts and properties, using the criteria of the New
York State Historic Preservation Office.
The intensive level survey was completed over a four year span (1997 - 2000), and
was preceded by an existing conditions survey ("windshield survey") by Barbara
Ebert, the director of the Historic Preservation Planning Workshop, to review the
town's historic resources. It was ultimately decided to divide the town into four
quadrants, each quadrant comprising a one-year study.
The town also commissioned Lynn Cunningham, then Director of Technical Services
at Historic Ithaca to write "Historic Overview: Town of Ithaca New York" as a
predecessor to Cornell's survey work. This study was presented to the Town of
Ithaca in November of 1997, and serves as a useful reference tool on its own.
Research and field activity
The students used the New York State Building-Structure Survey Form ("blue
form"), an inventory device managed by the New York State Office of Parks
Recreation and Historic Preservation. Cornell's survey is consistent with the
guidelines of that office as well as those of the National Park Service, and
emphasizes the identification of historic resources by property type, within the
context of the development of the Town of Ithaca. The students compiled their
research by field work, photography, and primary and secondary sources, on a
property by property basis. Students utilized sources at the Tompkins County
Historical Society, newspaper archives, building records, and interview.s. At the end
of each semester, a presentation was made to the community to summarize broade1·
historical trends, as well as highlighting especially significant properties.
Scope
The survey of approximately 480 properties was completed in four stages and
encompasses the following regions of the Town of Ithaca:
A. During the fall of 1997, 86 properties in the southeast portion of Ithaca
were surveyed, in the following areas: Coddington Rd, Danby Rd, Mitchell St.,
Hungerford Hill, Troy Rd.
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B. During the fall of 1998, 168 properties in the east and northeast portions
of Ithaca were surveyed on: Slaterville Rd., East Shore Dr., Warren Rd.,
Hanshaw Rd., Renwick Place, Drive & Heights Rd.
C. During the fall of 1999, 112 properties in the southwestern portion of
Ithaca were surveyed, on: Stone Quarry Rd., W. King Rd, Elmira Rd, Sand
Bank Road, E and W Buttermilk Rd, Seven Mile Drive, Enfield Falls Rd,
Gray Rd, Glenside, Coy Glen, and Five Mile Drive.
D. During the fall of 2000, 115 properties in the northwestern portion of
Ithaca were surveyed on: Coy Glen, West Haven, Elm Street, Five Mile Drive,
Indian Creek, Bostwich, Calkins, Hayts, Duboise, Bundy, Sheffield and
Mecklenburg.
E. Finally, during January 2001, Janet Shure was hired as an intern to
complete several properties in the West Hill area that were not completed
during fall 2000.

II. PREVIOUS SURVEY ACTIVITY

State and National Registers
To date, the Town of Ithaca is represented by only four listings on the State and
National Registers of Historic Places. There are three individual properties and one
district 1:
Forest Home Historic District, nominated to the State and National Registers
(SR and NR) in 1998, which encompasses 500 acres, and includes 75
buildings, and four structures.
On the Cornell University campus (and within the Town of Ithaca), Rice and
Wing Halls, added to the SR and NR in 1984, which are part of the
Agriculture Quad.
At Robert Treman State Park, the Enfield Falls Mill and Miller's House was
listed on the NR in 1979.
These four listings will soon be joined by the Hayts Chapel and Schoolhouse, near
Hayts Corner, along the west side of Cayuga Lake. The Chapel and Schoolhouse
are architecturally significant (the chapel is representative of the Gothic Revival
style and the schoolhouse is representative of the Greek Revival style). The chapel
also played a significant role in the history of abolitionism in Tompkins County.
Both buildings are privately owned, and the nomination process was undertaken by
the owners with a desire to create some measure of protection against encroaching
1

New York's State and National Registers of Historic Places Document Imaging Project. Website:
http://www.oprhp.state.ny.us/hpimaging/
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development. 2 With the exception of these two buildings, there have been no recent
attempts to place historic resources within the Town of Ithaca to the State or
National Register.
An attempt was made in 1998 to have the remaining buildings of Biggs Memorial
Hospital listed on the NR. However, the New York State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) determined the complex was ineligible as so much of the entire
complex has been altered or lost3. However, it is possible for the remaining
individual properties to be listed separately. Considering the amount of research
that has already been compiled, along with the potential for Cayuga Medical Center
to expand in the coming years, another attempt to nominate some individual
buildings would be advisable.
Local Survey Activity
The Tompkins County Planning Department (TCPD) was responsible for a number
of different surveys throughout the town and county, which spanned the 1960s and
70s. A countywide windshield survey was commenced in 1968 with the assistance of
volunteers and was finished in the mid-1970s by TCPD staff. 4 The product of this
survey was organized into a binder, by town, and most forms are accompanied by
contemporary photographs5. Many of the properties in this survey were along
Routes 366, 79, 96 and 96B.
In 1977, the TCPD prepared "Historic Preservation in Tompkins County". This
publication covered city and county-wide preservation activities, architectural styles,
historic resources in each municipality, and recommendations. The TCPD also
completed a detailed survey of Forest Home are in the Town of Ithaca in 1981.6
Historic Ithaca sponsored the Town of Ithaca Farmhouse Survey of 1978, which
focused on the significant farmhouses within the town boundaries. The information,
maps and photos are reported to be "good". 7 Then, in 1990, Historic Ithaca
undertoo~ an intensive level survey of properties along Route 96 (approximately
from 1006 to 2296 Trumansburg Road, inclusive), in response to development
pressures along that transportation corridor.

2

Interview with NYSHPO representative Tony Opalka, 8/11/05
Correspondence from Nancy Todd (NYSHPO) to Saralinda Hooker, May 28, 1998
4
"Survey of Surveys: an inventory of building structure inventory forms for tomkins county, New York", page 10.
Compiled by John Bacon for Historic Ithaca, 1987.
5
The properties covered in the Town oflthaca are few, and represent only a small sample of the town's historic
resources.
6
"Survey of Surveys", page 20.
7
This survey focused on specific properties on Coddington Road, Dryden Road, Ellis Hollow Road, Hanshaw Road,
Slaterville Road, Snyder Hill Road and Warren Road.
3
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III. POTENTIAL PROPERTIES AND DISTRICTS FOR THE STATE AND
NATIONAL REGISTERS
The National Register of Historic Places is the "official list"S of cultural resources of
significant historic or architectural merit, generally over 50 years old. The National
Register was made official under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
and is part of a national program to coordinate public and private efforts to identify,
and evaluate, historic and archeological resources. Properties listed in the Register
include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are first documented,
then identified as significant to American culture, history, architecture, or
engineering. Although the National Register is administered by the National Park
Service, anyone interested in pursuing National Register designation for a property
must first work with the State Historic Preservation Officer, so that it is listed on
the State Register. Then, the property can be listed to the National Register.
It is important to understand that the National Register does not provide any
protection from alteration or demolition, and the owner of a listed property is not
beholden to any sort of restriction or increased cost burden, unless the local
municipality also has design guidelines which may enforce separate restrictions for
listed properties. Listing a property to the National Register is the first step in
pursuing assistance from local, state and national funding sources and preservation
programs.
Within the Town of Ithaca, there are several potential properties and districts
which should be considered for listing on the National Register. The following list
identifies those properties, as either eligible individually or as part of a district.
Given the important role that Ithaca has played in the development of Tompkins
County, as well as its role in important 19th and 2Qth century national trends
a. Districts of several significant properties, which demonstrate a particular
theme, such as agricultural heritage, 20th century subdivisions, early
recreation.
b. Individual Properties which are architecturally or historically significant
A. Districts organized around themes:
The students of the preservation workshop noted many clusters of historic homes
that are united by one or more themes. Any of these should be considered as District
nominations to the NR, for their representation of important trends in American
culture. These potential districts include:

8

National Register of Historic Places official homepage: http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/about.htm
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Name: Renwick Heights
Theme: 2(Jth century subdivision.
Renwick Heights is representative of the Garden City movement. This was a style
of planning, landscaping and architecture, championed by Ebenezer Howard and
Clarence Stein (among others) during the early 20th century. The aesthetic stressed
using the topography of the existing landscape to design street patterns, and
vegetation. The result was a "romantic" landscape, with an organic layout and
European-influenced architecture. The majority of the homes found here, which
were built between 1915 and 1940, are in the Arts & Crafts, Dutch Colonial Revival,
Tudor Revival styles - and many of these were built by Frank B. Howe. The key
figure behind the planning and design of this community was Jared Treman
Newman, who ensured the sustainability of lushly vegetated landscape with deed
covenants and restrictions.

Name: East Shore Drive
Themes: Early recreation/tourism; Transportation,

2()th

century subdivision

The homes along East Shore Drive (up to the town boundary at number 1134), are
significant for their role in the early recreation history of Ithaca. Many of these lots
were originally part of the William E. Brown subdivision. The majority of structures
found here were either built as summer homes or boathouses, later converted for
year-round habitation. Cayuga Lake, as a recreational and transportation resource,
played an important role in the development of this area. As some families became
more financially comfortable around the turn of the 2Qth century, they could afford
summer homes on the shores of the lake, utilizing the steamboat and rail
transportation to travel to the area. To this day, this former subdivision retains an
architectural character that is unique to the area.

Name: Glenside Development
Themes: 20th century subdivision, Agricultural heritage
In 1928 this farmland, originally owned by the Tourtellot family, was purchased by
John and Erma Daley for subdivision. This potential district is also significant as
converted farmland. A total of 125 parcels were carved out to make way for newly
built homes. Eventually, homes were built which represented the architectural
styles of the time, which emphasized craftsmanship and old world ambiance. Some
examples of this are found on Glenside Road: numbers 128 and 133 are Colonial
Revival, and numbers 124 and 107 are Tudor Revival. The Glenside subdivision is
significant because it provides an example of how much of the Town has
transformed from an agrarian to a suburban culture. A most notable property in
this subdivision is 209 Coy Glen Road, an older Greek Revival home, which
predated the subdivision. It is theorized that this home Oot #40) was the first to sell,
since it already contained a dwelling.
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B. Individual properties
Scores of individual properties are eligible to be nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places. The table that follows, compiled from the four final presentations,
highlights some of the especially interesting or significant properties.
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Property
915 Coddington

Date

I 1838

I
I 1837
I
,_13_0_S_n-yd_e_r_H_il_l_--.-I-18_3_5__
I
509 Coddington

Style
Greek
Revival
Greek
Revival
Greek

Individual Properties Potentially Eligible for the National Register

Name Assoc
David Coddington

1

Other
Originally a farm, barn is still found on property

Class
97

1

! T. Downing's name and 1837 date are written on

Thomas Downing
Pew Family

Revival

97

II Pews_,_w,_e_r_e_e_a-rl_y_s_e-tt-le_r_s_o_f_It_h_a_c_a_.
kitchen wall
-T-h-is_p_r_o_p-ert-y-t--9-7___

twas part of a 61-parcel purchase in 1800. Two

..!~!!!!!!~.~--Q~Y.~. 2~.!!~~--!.1:!_~!!~.h:.~--~~_Q_ye~!_!?:~~-~9_!.f....-....... -···--·····-·-·---Greek
McGraw &
I Colonial Revival porch was added later
97
I
Revival
Coddington
················-···········..................................................................-·-···--------·--------- ··---···---·····-·········--·-·-· ------·--------·--······-·--···r·---·--·······---·--------·-·--···-----·--····----·-·..··········-------·----··-------··············· ··--·--·-··-·---··
999 Coddington
I 1830
Italianate
Benjamin
1 Possible modified Federal or Greek Revival
97
I
Coddington
I home
--1--22-T-ro_y_R_d___ 1898 --------- ·F;~~--·Cobb brothers ------r-o~;;d. by-p-;rt~ers in the Co~nell Livery, w-~-·-97·--·I used this property as part of their operation.
I
Part or all of the building was possibly moved to
I
this site from King Rd
307 Coddington
I 1926
Craftsman
Gray family
Sears catalogue home
97
101 Snyder Hill
j 1859
Greek
Franklin Mitchell
the Mitchell family were important early settlers 97
I
Revival
in Ithaca. It was a farm from 1859 through 1914,
I
then used and owned by Cornell University,
I
then sold to a private owner in 1995.
-929 Danby
I 1890
Vi~to·ri;·~---- ·One of few bri~k Victorian Gothic homes in
97
I
Gothic
Ithaca. Now a music school
·-io58-ni~hy·····-··-···--··-··-·l 1926-····---·--·-- -13~-~g~I~;;·····--··· --·· ·--·· · · ·-. ·----·-··------·------ 0-i:;:~;-p-;~t·-~r"J~li-~·s!ight farm~ buiithy--J~-h~-a~d"· -·97------···-·
······················-·····-···-----·-----···-·--·_J------·--·····-·····-········-·- ····-···--·--··---·. ··-·-·-···-···. ·-···-···· ---······-·--···---·-···----------·--·-

921 Coddington

j

1855

T
I

I

Ruth MacCourt

···"1"353~ 1 1i2i-i345~·--·--ri920-.=.------· ···"M~-~i~~----·········- -n;wiit-Mi~io~·-------~-Loc;r;~trep~;~~·~-;-;~d·b~ilder

1469 Slaterville Rd

I 1930
I

wh~~~-;-t;d-his·--98·--·-----·
own semi-Tudor style and used many salvaged
building materials from Cornell demolitions.

Style"

'---------~--·-

·.
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p ropert;y
I 1549 Slaterville

St;ye
1
Federal

Dae
t
Unknown

Individual Properties Potentially Eligible for the National Register

N ame Assoc

0ther
Class
Possible Green Tree Tavern, also an inn, first
98
I
appearing
in
the
1853
tow~--~tla~
..._.
..
_
i----·---- ..
------ -------930, 932, 936 East
Boathouse
These three show the boathouse-to-cottage
98
Shore Dr
phenomenon along Cayuga's eastern shore.
Recreational development circa 1900 - 1930
---.....
-- ,___
Cottage
1028 East Shore
1900
Fannie Stanion
Built as a summer residence
98
Northern portion
1919
20 homes
William E. Brown
Important early subdivision facilitated by train
98
of East Shore
and steamboat links
Early
1126 East Shore
Greek
Plummers Tavern
Mapping and stylistic evidence support the
98
1800s
theory that this is the original Plummer's
Revival
Tavern, one of the first buildings in this part of
Ithaca.
22 Renwick Hts Rd
Craftsman
Frank Howe I
Designed by Cornell Prof. Howe and built by
98
Earland
Mancini
_g_~!!~I.~1~-~-~..!!~tor~
M~.!!_ci~-~:_!::!~~-~f
Ll~I_!_~_!lc
----·
...........................................
'------·-----·---·-·-·-···-·--------·-··· ..-----------·.. _l>_~_!!_g~!Q~---·-·--· -·-------------1824
Federal
William Van
Van Orman was assessor for Ulysses in 1795.
110 E. Buttermilk
99
Orman
! Rd
House possibly constructed by bricks he made.
House was also used as a tavern and dairy.
I
I 112 E. Buttermilk 1850
Greek
David Burtt
Also home of Hilda and HE Babcock, successful
99
I
Revival
farm land
!
1900-20
Cortright
I 653 Elmira Rd
House = 1900, barn = moved from Newfield in
99
!I
1920. Was known as Inlet Valley Farms, one of
largest in area.
I
1851
Victorian
a.k.a. Sunnygables Highly significant for the architecture and
817 Elmira Rd
99
I
Gothic
I Turbacks
technology at the time ("first bathroom in Ithaca
.........______................
....
---- _- 1875"). Part of Inlet V~JJ~_y__K~rll!.~L~i!_ca_ 192Q~_ i"-'----·---h---·--·-···----·----·-·-·--·-·----· -------1848Steep Hollow Farm House was constructed in 1848, some barn
I 812 Elmira Rd
99
I
1935
buildings moved from CT Hill, rare surviving
II
tobacco barn. Still partially operating as a
working farm
Rhodes
1825
Federal
Built by George Rhodes ... there were eight
I 179 Sheffield
00
children who stayed in the Ithaca area and
i
settled their own homesteads.
i

I

I

I
I

I
I

____

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Property
209 Coy Glen

Date
11842- 53
I

Style

Individual Properties Potentially Eligible for the National Register

Name Assoc

I Greek

I Henry Walbridge

I

I

I Revival
! Greek

101 Poole Rd

1866

635 Elm St Ext

1853

I

Cornell

1805

I Federal
I

Linderman

_

1308 Mecklenburg

I Revival

Rhodes and Poole

Other
Built by US congressman, Walbridge was also a
farmer. Later country retreat for a NYC lawyer
during the late 1800s, eventually was sold as the
first home in the Glenside subdivision
Highly intact example of a Greek Revival and
farm
Part of what was originally a lOO·acre farm, this

Class
00

00
00

_J____ ~~!~;;~:;~:;~;e~~:~i~:~~:~!~;:;:~i:______

This home was also operated as Linderman's
00
Tavern. Linderman was a Rev. War veteran,
·······-····---·--·······------·-·-········-···········--- --·---·--·-··-···--·----·-l·---·--·------·-··--·. ·-···--·-- -·-·····--·-·----········-···················-·········-································· . . P..!~!Q~. . Qf_~h~__pr~~byterian_Q_h U!.~h.:____,.....-·--·-·----·-·---·-·-..--- --·-·-·-·-··-·-···--·-

~ ~~g::~:~~~::tde:a:;l~!s~i~=~~
----·-------------

I Revival

------·--------·-···---------·---···--·--·-- .J:ea!~.t and is a highly intact example of.!hi~_!~yle ________

r'•
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IV.THREATS
Development encroaching on historic building stock and open space
As mentioned in the December 2000 presentation (made by Cornell students to the
community), the character of the West Hill neighborhood is rapidly changing. This
once·rural, agricultural landscape is still being altered by suburbanization and
subdivision activity. While the subdividing of land began as early as the 1920s, as
at Glenside, it continues today with projects like the Eco Village and Linderman
Creek. Preventative measures and planning activity can help preserve remaining
historic building stock, without impeding future construction and development.
Ithaca College owns 90 acres of land adjacent to the eastern boundary of their
campus. The college plans to develop this property, which may negatively impact
the remnants of the historic Ithaca and Owego Railroad lines. In addition to the
tracks themselves, there is a working stone culvert, a cellar hole, and an associated
"upper hoist house"9 which are likely all associated with the workings of this
historic railroad.
V. FUTURE SURVEY ACTIVITY

Following are suggestions for future survey activity in the Town of Ithaca. This is
not meant to be an exhaustive list, and some properties or areas may have been
inadvertently missed or exempted, because it is difficult to ascertain significance in
a windshield survey.
Route 89
Along the north-south axis of Route 89 (Taughannock Blvd), there are a number of
yet·unsurveyed residences, most of which are situated on the eastern side of Route
89. Many of these parcels are large and irregularly shaped, with shoreline access.
This area also has connections with early recreation/tourism as well as an
agricultural heritage, and would provide ample material for a future survey.
Cayuga Heights
The Village of Cayuga Heights has not been surveyed in its entirety, and given its
separate political status, would have to be approached outside of the scope of this
survey. Cornell Heights Historic District, some of which is within the Village limits,
contains 208 buildings, has been on the NR since 1989. 10 The majority of the
Village is situated to the north of this district and a substantial number of
undocumented historic buildings and sites in the Village have not been surveyed.
These too, should be considered for future planning activities, especially considering
9

E-mail correspondence with George Frantz, 8/15/05
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, Listing #89001205

10
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the proximity to recent road and retail development adjacent to the Village, in
Lansing.

VI. RECOM1\1ENDATIONS
How to use this survey
This survey, with nearly 500 properties researched and documented, will provide
the Town with a number of historic buildings and sites which can be nominated to
the National Register of Historic Places, with the assistance of the State Historic
Preservation Officer. The advantages to listing a property to the National Register
are three-fold: if local preservation ordinances are enacted, the NR status would be
a criterion for special review and compliance, potentially protecting historic
resources from undue adverse effect. Second, nominating properties to the NR
provides information to the public about valuable resources in Tompkins County,
even if these resources are lost or altered in the future. Third, once a property has
been listed on the NR, it is eligible to receive certain tax provisions, and can qualify
for certain local, state and federal preservation grants.
Local preservation ordinances and environmental impact
This survey can be used for site plan review and compliance with the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, with regard to historic preservation. It can also
help the planning department in making decisions regarding the impact of proposed
projects on the significance of historic resources.
A local historic preservation program would be an effective next·step for the Town
to take, in order to synchronize the findings of this survey, along with the Town's
desire to preserve its historic and cultural resources, with the growth the area is
experiencing in terms of new residential construction and improvements made to
public roadways. The preservation program could include design review, when the
owner of an historic property applies to make changes to that building, as well as
reviewing the impact of new development on adjacent historic resources. The local
program would also plan ahead by continuing surveying its rich historical heritage
and coordinating the nomination of these resources with the State Historic
Preservation Office.
Coordination with existing programs
The Farmland Protection Program was a project set up by the Town of Ithaca in the
late 1990s. This program and aims to preserve undeveloped farmland through the
purchase of development rights, 11 from a landowner so that a permanent deed
restriction is placed on the property, forever ensuring that it remains agricultural
(or "green"). The New York State Barn Coalition is a non·profit organization
11

E-mail correspondence with George Frantz, 8/15/05
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formed for educational purposes.12 While they do not distribute grant money, they
can and have assisted barn owners with technical assistance to secure funding and
restore historic barns. As there are a number of historic farmsteads, with associated
barns or other agricultural structures throughout the Town of Ithaca, owners of
these resources should avail themselves of this type of assistance.
Over the past decade, numerous archeological surveys have been undertaken by
students at Cornell University, led by Professor Sherene Baugher. Their discoveries
have included evidence of pre· European settlement including Cayuga and Tutelo
habitation. The objective of these studies was to preserve Native American heritage,
especially around Inlet Valley. One result of this will be a memorial in Tutelo Park,
with completion expected in May of 2006. Further coordination between
archeological studies and historic preservation planning could facilitate the goals of
both endeavors.

Certified Local Government
The most effective means of accomplishing the above-mentioned goals would be to
establish a Certified Local Government (CLG) program. This is a national program
that was established by a 1980 amendment to the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966. The purpose of the program is to coordinate a community's preservation
agenda to state and federal preservation programs (and resources). Every SHPO
administers the program for each individual state; in New York, the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation would serve as the liaison with the Town of
Ithaca, if it chooses to pursue CLG status.
Any municipality can be a CLG, so long as the SHPO determines that it meets state
and federal standards, which include "having enacted appropriate preservation
legislation and appointed a qualified preservation review commission" 13, which is
why it is especially important for the Town to begin steps to initiate preservation
ordinances, and outline goals. There are several benefits to becoming a CLG:
•

•
•
•

Grant money designated exclusively for CLG projects. Contact the SHPO to
find out more about these annual awards or to request application
information;
Membership in a national CLG network;
Technical preservation assistance and legal advice;
Direct involvement in SHPO programs, such as identifying properties that
may be eligible for listing in the SR and NR;

12

New York State Barn Coalition website: http://www.bamcoalition.com/. Further information can be obtained
about this organization by contacting the Cornell Rural Development Institute at 607-255-7412
13
New York State Historic Preservation Office website: http://nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/certified/
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Training opportunities that will enable communities to protect their historic
resources and integrate them into short and long term planning initiatives;
and
Ongoing support from the New York SHPO

In New York State, there are over 40 CLGs including villages, towns, cities and
even one county. Some of the towns include: Amherst, Erie Co., Durham, Greene
Co., Irondequoit, Monroe Co., New Paltz, Ulster Co., North Hempstead, Nassau Co.,
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co., Schroeppel, Oswego Co.
More information about local preservation ordinances and the CLG program can be
obtained from the SHPO representative for Tompkins County, Tony Opalka, at (518)
237-8643 ext. 3278
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